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QDABRA DATABASE ACCELERATOR

Side-by-side Document Types to preserve SQL mapping
when your form schema changes

DBXL allows you to create mappings from XML field to SQL columns. However, a problem arises if your
schema changes drastically: the existing XML documents will not be compatible with the new form.

For the purposes of this tutorial, we will use the simplest of forms. It contains one field and one button,
which submits to the DBXL Document Service. (For help on this, please see the Getting Started document
included with your installation of DBXL.)

Data source:
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Form A
Of course, this is a trivial example, but it is what we need to illustrate the scenario.

We use Form A to create a document type in DBXL, add SQL mapping, and submit a few documents.
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H Save Save As... | iiCatalog | |@

| General || Database || Permissions || SharePoint | Taxonomy Tree

Document Type: Form#A

Export Documents 4

Import Documents

Query Documents

To limit the number of documents shown, enter a starting Doc. ID and the number of documents to show, and then dick
query. You can then jump forward or backward by the number of shown documents, or click Query All to show all documents.
To search for 8 Document with a specific Ref. ID, type the ID into the field, and then click Query.

Starting Doc. ID: Ref. ID: - Range: | | @& previous By next | 1 query | [[H] query 2l

Documents ..s Delate r'! Delate All | - Reshred hred all
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Now your form schema changes! We'll call the updated XSN “Form B”.

Data source:

|Main |"|
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Form B

If you update the XSN template in DAT, you’ll find that your form cannot load the data in existing
documents!

The workaround is to create a new document type. In the DocType for Form A, click Save As.
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Document Type: FormA 'H Save @-

o | EiCatalog | "@J

m| Database || Permissions || SharePoint || Documents || Taxonomy Tree |

Document Type Details
Name Solution Group

N S—

Description

Last Modified By

AUTONOMYSYSTEMS\ErnaestoM

InfoPath Form Template

XSN File

Form Version: 1.0.0.6

= ForrmA,zsn

(5 IMicru:usu:uFt Office InfoPath Form Template Last Modified: 3/17/2003 11:458:16 AM
459K [T Farm template is signed

Cpen uzz

Call the new DocType Form B and attach FormB.xsn. Then click Save in the header (and OK in the
confirmation dialog). You have created a new doctype, with the new form, but retaining the existing
database mapping. You can switch to the Database tab to verify. You’ll need to update the mapping due to
your updated schema.

Copyright 2009 Qdabra Software. All rights reserved. Revised: 2012-09-13 10:44:56 AM



www.qgdabra.com

Page 3 of 3
Database Map I faeshirad All Docurnznts E Refresh Database
Table Name (1 Columns) ¥ Node Path
MySQLTable [__j /my:myFields @
Column Name DE Type Key |Node Path

Name L;.LIString vl [T | my:New_Name

B Inzert Table or Column
EH Insert Table or Column

With the mapping updated, create a new document in Form B, and you’ll see that the data gets shredded
into your table.

This scenario is also applicable when you have an existing form with existing documents in SharePoint, and
need to create a doctype and import the documents in DBXL. If your form template undergoes drastic
changes, you can create a side-by-side solution: one doctype to administer old documents and one doctype
for future documents.

For more info related to this scenario, please see the document called “Shredding two Document Types to

the same table creates duplicate rows”.
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