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SYNC PDF FILES USING ONEDRIVE TO A SHAREPOINT LIBRARY 
  

LAST UPDATED: December 14, 2016 
 

This documentation requires installation of the following applications on your cloud server: 

 DBXL v3.1 

 Qdabra’s PDF Rendering Service for generating PDF copies of forms that are submitted to the Database 

Accelerator (DBXL). 

This guide assumes that your form is configured to submit documents to a DocType in DBXL (Database Accelerator). 

If you do not have one yet, you may chose an approach from the following guides below that best suits your scenario: 

 Qdabra DBXL Training - Module 3 - Event Receiver 

 

o SharePoint OnPrem (2007, 2010 and 2013) 

o SharePoint online (Office365) 

 

 Qdabra DBXL Training - Module 5 - Connectivity for the Cloud (Anonymous Web Service) 

If you use the Event Receiver, you do not need to modify your InfoPath form to include a data connection that 

submits to DBXL’s Web Service. The InfoPath form template submits to a SharePoint form library, and the Event 

Receiver maps those forms to DBXL. This is great is you have lots of forms that needs to submit to DBXL – it saves 

you so much time since all you need to do is submit the form to your SharePoint Library and let the EventReceiver 

do the work for you. 

On the other hand, the Anonymous Web Service allows usage of Submit and Query web service for Cloud 

Platforms/Services – where SharePoint is on a different server/domain from Azure (which is a standalone server). 

Note that the regular SubmitDocument Web Service does not work for Cloud Platforms/Services. Also, OneDrive for 

Business 2013 is intended for use with SharePoint 2013, you can't sync a SharePoint 2010 library to OneDrive for 

Business 2013. 

Proceed to the next section below if you already have an InfoPath form with Submit to DBXL logic configured. 

Setting up a form to send PDF 

 Open Internet Explorer and access the URL:  

 http://<YourServerName>/QdabraWebService/default.htm 

 Once the page opens, click the first link to open up DBXL Administration Tool - Your dashboard to manage 

DBXL. 

http://www.qdabra.com/
http://www.qdabra.com/en/products/DBXL.aspx
http://www.infopathdev.com/files/folders/dbxl_v30/entry105713.aspx
http://www.infopathdev.com/files/folders/event_receiver/entry93384.aspx
http://www.infopathdev.com/files/folders/event_receiver/entry108230.aspx
http://www.infopathdev.com/files/folders/dbxl_v30/entry105721.aspx
https://support.microsoft.com/en-ph/kb/2904784
https://support.microsoft.com/en-ph/kb/2904784
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 Expand the Uncategorized forms section and click on the QdExpenseReport-Sample link to open up the 

document type – we will use this default sample form for this guide. 

 

 

 At the Document Type configuration page, click the PDF tab: 

 

 Once the form opens, indicate a mapping name desired – this is optional but helps distinguish 

mappings if you have multiple forms to map for PDF rendering. 

 Select a View to be printed in PDF. 

 Specifying when to trigger PDF rendering. 

 Provide a PDF file name that is dynamically based on certain fields from the form provides 

distinctness. It is best to use a formula which best describes the PDF file, in our case, let us use the 

formula: 

concat('Expense Report - ', /my:expenseReport/my:employee/my:name, ' - ', 

/my:expenseReport/my:expenseCode) 

Notice that the formula concatenates the Title of the form, Employee Name, and Expense Code. 

 Enter an Archival Location. 

 

Aside from customizing the PDF File Name, another brilliant feature we can use to help keep our PDF 

files well organized and manageable is by using folders. What’s great about this is that Qdabra’s PDF 

Rendering Service allows us to dynamically create a distinctive folder whenever we generate a PDF. 

We may use a static value for the Archival Location, or an expression similar to formula below to allow 

dynamic creation of folders based on the specified Employee Name. 

concat('C:\PDF Uploads\SharePoint\DBXL Training - PDF\', 

/my:expenseReport/my:employee/my:name) 

Note that the archival location points to the server where DBXL is installed. 

http://www.qdabra.com/
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 If you use an expression for the folder location, click the Is Expression checkbox underneath. 

When done, you PDF Configuration should look similar to this: 

 

 

 

 When done, click the Save button as shown above. 

Publish the form to SharePoint 

 

As mentioned previously in this guide, your form should be able to submit documents to the target doctype in DBXL. 

Please publish your form to the intended SharePoint site if you already have one configured and proceed to the next 

section, if not, kindly follow the steps below: 

Since we are moving on to Cloud technology, using the EventReceiver method is pretty straight forward, less 

complex, and saves more time. 

After configuring the EventReciever on your SharePoint site, publish the target form to your SharePoint site as a 

Form Library. 

 Click the General Tab. 

 Click the download link to download the template. 

 Right click and open in design mode. 

 Save the InfoPath Form under the name QdExpenseReport-Sample. 

 Click File > Publish > SharePoint Server. 

 Enter the location of your SharePoint URL. 

 

 Click Next. 

 Select Form Library and click Next. 

http://www.qdabra.com/
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 Select Create a new form library. 

 Click Next. 

 Specify a name for the library such as: QdExpenseReport-Sample 

 Optional: Select fields to be promoted as columns for the target library. 

 Click Next. 

 Click Publish. 

This should take a minute or two to publish your form to the SharePoint site you have indicated. 

After the form has been published, add a data connection that submits data to this library. 

 Back on the form, click Data Tab. 

 Remove the existing DBXL Submit data connection. 

 Click Add and create data connection that Submits data to a SharePoint Library. 

 

 Click Next. 

 Specify the URL for the target library: 

 

 
 

 For this guide, let us use the expenseCode field as the File Name for every submit occasion – feel free 

to modify this later on if you wish to use a more distinctive or unique File Name. 

 Republish the form to the library. 

 

http://www.qdabra.com/
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Configure EventReceiver to submit to your DBXL instance 

 

On SharePoint 2013, click Library tab > Library Settings > DBXL Settings. For O365, DBXL Settings should be available 

on the ribbon under the Library tab. 

Follow the configuration below: 

 

http://www.qdabra.com/


Page 6 of 11 

 
 

 

  

 

   

http://www.qdabra.com 

Copyright © 2006-2013 Autonomy Systems, LLC. All rights reserved. 

 

Setting-up One Drive Sync to the SharePoint site 
 

Since the PDF files and folders are created in the server, not everyone may have access to it, but we can upload these 

files from the server onto a SharePoint Document Library using OneDrive for Business. 

OneDrive for Business lets us store, sync, update and share files from anywhere and work on Office documents with 

others at the same time.  

In this section, we will synch a server folder with a document library on SharePoint 2013. 

By default One Drive for Business comes preinstalled on Windows 8.1 and Windows 10. If you are using Windows 7, 

kindly download the app here: https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/kb/2903984 

Perform the steps below once you have verified that One Drive for 

Business is installed on y our local machine. 

 On your Server, create a folder named “PDF Upload” under 

C: 

 

 After creating the folder, Go to Start and search for One 

Drive for Business and open it. 

 

 A “Microsoft OneDrive for Business” window will appear. 

 Click on Change and navigate to the PDF Uploads folder under C:\ 

 

http://www.qdabra.com/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/kb/2903984
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We are setting this up to share PDF’s on your O365 account and synch it with your PDF Uploads folder. 

 Click OK. 

 Before synching the files, you will need to provide the URL of the SharePoint library (Document Library) 

where you want to sync and share the PDFs. 

First, let’s create a Document Library on your SharePoint site to sync the PDF’s (or provide a URL of an 

existing library desired) 

o On the SharePoint site, click on Site Contents and then click on add an app icon. 

 

o Select Document Library from the Apps You Can Add. 

 

o Enter the name of document library (e.g. PDF) where you want to sync the PDF’s.  

o Click on Create. 

 

http://www.qdabra.com/


Page 8 of 11 

 
 

 

  

 

   

http://www.qdabra.com 

Copyright © 2006-2013 Autonomy Systems, LLC. All rights reserved. 

 

 Go back to the “Microsoft OneDrive for Business” window and enter the URL to the Document Library 

that you created to store PDFs. 

 Click on Sync now. 

 

 You will see a window showing a progress bar while it gets ready to sync the files. 

 

 It creates a SharePoint folder underneath the OneDrive folder in C: that you specified earlier. And under 

SharePoint folder. It creates another folder for the Library that you are synchronizing (My Test Site – 

PDF). 

Note: For each library that you want to synchronize, you will have to configure it separately. 

 

 
 

http://www.qdabra.com/
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 It creates a SharePoint folder underneath the OneDrive folder in C: that you specified earlier. And under 

SharePoint folder. It creates another folder for the Library that you are synchronizing (My Test Site – 

PDF). 

Note: For each library that you want to synchronize, you will have to configure it separately. 

 Initially the folder is empty because it doesn’t have any files yet. 

 To test that the PDF’s will sync with the SharePoint library, submit a couple of forms. 

 

 Go back to your SharePoint library and check if the PDF sync was successful – you might need to refresh 

your page. 

 

http://www.qdabra.com/
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OneDrive automatically syncs your files, but in case you would need to manually sync your PDF files, you may do so 

by logging in to the server machine > expand the hidden icons section > right click OneDrive > click Sync now. 

 

 

This setup should now automatically sync up your PDF Files to a document library on your SharePoint server. 
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SUPPORT 
If you have questions about the information in this document, please contact Qdabra Software for 

assistance. The qRules product page on Qdabra.com will contain an updated list of all available 

documentation. 

Licensed customers can contact us via Support@Qdabra.com. You can also use the InfoPathDev.com 

Qdabra Product support forums to request help from the community. 

Contact Information 

  
Qdabra Software Phone:   877.544.2389 
218 Main Street, Suite 731, Kirkland, WA 98033 Email:   Support@Qdabra.com  
 Website: http://www.qdabra.com  
 Community: http://www.infopathdev.com  

 

http://www.qdabra.com/
http://www.qdabra.com/
mailto:Support@Qdabra.com
http://www.infopathdev.com/forums/131.aspx
http://www.infopathdev.com/forums/131.aspx
mailto:Support@Qdabra.com
http://www.qdabra.com/
http://www.infopathdev.com/
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